he aircraft were the Wapiti, a two-

seater general-purpose bi-plane

and the Wallace, the first in Royal
Air Force service to be provided with an
enclosed cabin for the pilot and observer/
gunner.

From their early beginnings as retail
ironmongers, Petters Ltd had grown into
- i largest manufacturers of
~ &' industrial and marine oil
. Nautilus and
. Westland
~ Petter
~engines
 size from one
and a half to 540
use in many parts of the world. James
the son of John Petter an ironmonger
Yeovil Foundry. It became the
Petter & Edgar
1881 was producing
the Nautilus grates

& One of the United Kingdom's
e
engines at their
- Works.
ranged in
B.H.P and thousands were in
from Barnstable obtained the existing
Foundry, which by
and first Petter

James) opened the Nautilus
ngine Works in 1901 selling
throughout the World, and at the
& request of the British Government
* built their first aircraft under sub-
contract in 1916.

D Aircraft under construction at Westland Aircraft Works

Produced with permissi

Milk and Cheese were marketed in

Yeovil from the surrounding area so

it was a natural step commercially

to make the town a centre of the
dairy industry. From their modest
beginnings as dairy wholesalers in the
1890s, Messrs Aplin and Barrett had
grown into one of the largest national
producers of fine dairy products
under the ‘St. Ivel" brand. During
1933, Messrs Aplin and Barrett were
carrying out the extensive rebuilding
and enlargement of their factory at
Newton Road.

Yeovil's past industries had included
linen, rope and sailcloth making.
Parchment making had complimented
the use of skins for the ever-
expanding glove trade and although
the industrial revolution heralded
mechanisation and production lines
Yeovil's industries could still trace
their roots to mainly agricultural
origins. In 1933 Yeovil's staple Gloving
industry was still
producing some
of the finest
gloves in the
world and there
were 35 firms
making and
selling gloves

to national and
international

To mees the great
frud’:, ot only in  pie
m all parts of the worlg
enlarge g4y Factory gy N;

airy products pof all ki,
for Reaa‘y-for-eah’ng fo

sold under the brang of

ACHIE VEMENT

expansion of our
country Ly
we had ¢o
wton Rogd

inds as ey as

ods made and

®® In 1933, The
Westland Aircraft Works,
still a branch of Petters
Ltd, was employing
nearly 3,000 people
and manufacturing

two successful Westland
designed military
aircraft 29

) Westland Wallace’s on active service
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